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SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY                                     SEPTEMBER 2019

Cleobury Clarion
The

NO SEPTEMBER 
FARMERS’ MARKET

There  will  be  no  Cleobury 
Country Farmers’ Market in the 
Parish  Church  this  month.  The 
church  is  having  major  work 
done  to  install  a  new  heating 
system in  the  floor,  which  will 
mean  the  ancient  tiled  floor 
being raised and replaced after 
the heating has been installed, 
   The  result  will  be  a  much 
warmer  church  that  will  be 
welcomed  by  everyone  who 
uses this fine old building, from 
regular  worshippers  to  casual 
visitors  to  the  town  who  are 
drawn there by simple curiosity.
   The  Craft  Market  in  the 
Market Hall will still be held, its 
regular  stall  holders  filling  the 
lower  hall  and  making  you 
welcome as usual. 

TALENTED YOUTH
How  old  would  you  expect 
someone to be to organise a dog 
show  and  raise  funds  for  a 
children’s  hospital?  Twenty  or 
more? Turn to Page 57 and read 
about  Maisie  Harman,  aged 
nine. who raised £415!

THE MEN’S SHED
By  the  time  you  pick  up  this 
copy of the Clarion, probably on 
September  1st,  the  building  of 
the Cleobury Men’s Shed will be 
under way. David Chance, who 
has  been  a  huge  help  through 
the whole process from idea to 
the basic matter of  erecting the 
place, has his team working on 
the  site  at  the  Tenbury  Road 
industrial estate. 
   It will be a wooden structure 
and  this  first  stage  will  be 
followed  by  all  the  internal 
work  to  make  it  a  habitable 
place  for  men  to  meet  and  be 
able to use skills that may have 
been idle too long. 
   The  organising  committee 
have worked well together, with 
the energetic leadership of Peter 
B lackburn  encouraging 
everyone  and  never  letting  the 
pace  of  progress  slacken.  The 
help  from  local  tradesmen  has 
also been phenomenal.
   So  The  Shed  is  now  a  real 
place.  To  some  it’s  just  a 
building,  but  in  reality  it’s  a 
tribute  to  the  strength  of  this 
community.

GINA STEPS IN

Gina Basker, busy at the Sports and 
Social Club’s Family Day 

The Sports and Social Club’s big 
weekend  recovered  from  a 
gloomy  Saturday  morning  to 
bloom  into  success.  A buzzing 
Saturday  evening  and  a  great 
Family Day on Sunday.
   The caterer originally booked 
had  a  machinery  problem,  so 
Gina  Basker  of  Platters  and 
Plates stepped in at short notice 
to cover the lunch service. 
   Manager Tony Barker-Newton 
and  crew  had  put  in  a  lot  of 
work and must have been glad 
it  all  worked  out  well.  Again 
next year, Tony? “Definitely” 

The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk
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As members of The National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF), we abide by a strict code of practice that provides 
further confidence in our professional service and approach. 

Our premises offer full facilities for the care of your loved one, meaning 
they remain local to home, from the moment they come into our care 
until the day of the funeral. 

 

8 - 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

 

Our reputation has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is 
concentrated on satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your 

neighbourhood is our neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral 
Director, with over 20 years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we 

take personal pride in serving you well. 

Type to enter text
Type to enter text
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DOES THE CAR NEED A SPRUCE 
FOR THE WINTER?

GIVE ASHLEY A CALL FOR A QUOTE 

FULL OR PART VALETS TO YOUR BUDGET
(BOOKING ESSENTIAL)

Kieran Mayall, off to the NFL 
Academy to take up American 

Football.
See Page 47.

Chloe Alexander, a gentle and 
private way with weight loss on 

the 1:1 Cambridge Diet
See Page 51.

Busy Sean Boden, man with a 
van and a load of goodwill.

He delivers so much.
See Page 61.
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

– –



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - September - 20195

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

NEW FRIENDS GROUP
Good  friends,  a  laugh  and  a 
joke, an encouraging smile. With
people you can really trust – and 
a good cup of tea and a piece of 
cake.These are the kind of things 
that make the world go round.
   Well,  moves  are  now  under 
way to  set  up a  friendly social 
group  in  Cleobury  Mortimer 
especially for people living with 
dementia,  and  also  welcoming 
their  friends  and carers  to  pop 
along too.
   The  idea  is  to  provide  a 
welcoming venue where people 
can enjoy each other’s company, 
perhaps exchange ideas, have a 
cuppa and a piece of  cake and 
just  relax.  People  living  with 
dementia will have the chance to 
share  ideas  and  experiences, 
support one another,  and enjoy 
good conversation.
   If this sounds like something 
that might appeal to you, please 
come  along  to  the  very  first 
meeting  at  the  Kings  Arms, 
Cleobury Mortimer, at 11am, on 
Monday, September 23. You’ll be 
most welcome.
   If you would like to find out 
more,  please  email  Phil  Gillam 
at  philoncloudbase@gmail.com 
or  phone  07527  054  143  or 
contact  Wendy  Satterley  at  the 
Kings Arms – 01299 271954.
Phil Gillam

CLAUDE MAIDMENT
Older  members  of  the 
community  will  remember 
Claude Maidment,  a  long term 
resident  in  the  town.  Claude 
died in July,  at  the Bon Accord 
Nursing Home in Hove, Sussex, 
at the age of 99. He would have 
been  100  in  March  2020.  His 
daughter,  Ceridwen Byrne, was 
with him.

   Claude was Head Teacher at 
Farlow  Church  of  England 
School  until  1975,  when he left 
to take up the same position at 
Kinlet C of E School.

THE NEARLY DEAD 
POETS’ SOCIETY

Our July meeting saw Tony, Pat 
and  Bob  travel  in  from 
Kidderminster  to  add  to  the 
reading  and  an  atmosphere  of 
good  humour.  David  Walford 
had given time to compose three 
works  about  sunshine,  the 
chosen  subject  for  our  scribes, 
but  he  was  alone  in  such 
thoroughness.  Tony  Smith  was 
forgiven  after  he  read  the 
famous  ‘Duck  Billed  Platypus’ 
that  was  written  by  an 
anonymous  member  of  the 
diplomatic corps, who protected 
his  or  her  promotion prospects 
by keeping their identity secret.
   The  chosen  subject  for  our 
August  meeting  was  ‘Caves’ 
and the response to that demand 
will be revealed in the next issue 
of the Clarion. Our meeting this 
month  will  be  on  Monday  the 
23rd,  at  7.30  in  the  library.  All 
welcome,  but  do  bring  your 
sense of humour.
Jim Reynolds

ROCK PATHFINDERS
Once more, there are two walks 
planned this month, which non 
members  are  welcome  to  join. 
Both are off-road and will  take 
two to three hours. 
   On  Thursday  the  5th  the 
rendezvous is Lyth Hill Country 
Park car park, near Bayston Hill 
at  Shrewsbury SY3 0BT.  Or SO 
reference SJ472069 if you prefer 
the established walkers’ maps.
   On  Thursday  the  19th  they 
will gather at The Mare and Colt 
o n  Wo rc e s t e r  R o a d , 
Kidderminster  DY11  7RF,  SP 

reference  840736.  Both  walks 
start at 10.30 and Alan on 01299 
400304 can help you with more 
details.

THE CLANGERS 
ANNUAL MUSIC 

HALL
The Clangers  will  present  their 
6th annual Music Hall  at  Neen 
Sollars Victory Hall  on October 
11th  and  12th.  Tickets  are  £10 
including  supper,  which  is 
served  from  7.00.  There  is  a 
licensed bar.
   As  usual  the  show  is  an 
evening  of  laughter  which 
attracts  full  houses  and  tickets 
can be obtained from Trevor on 
CM 272666 or Sarah on 272628.
Trevor Wood

PARACHUTE PALS’ 
SUCCESS

Congratulations  to  Karen  and 
Sonia,  the  Cleobury  Co-op’s 
High Flying Heroines,  who we 
featured in our August issue.
   There’s  a notice in the store, 
confirming  that  they  raised  a 
total  of  £2454.55  for  the  Kemp 
Hospice.  A  tribute  to  their 
bravery  and  the  generosity  of 
the many people who supported 
them.
MUM TO BE? NEW MUM?

Two  new  exercise  classes 
starting at the Market Hall  this 
month.  Pregnancy  yoga 
beginning  Thursday  19th 
September at  6.30pm and post-
natal  yoga  beginning  Monday 
16th  September  at  2pm.  Both 
classes will run for six weeks in 
the  first  instance  and  will 
continue if enough interest. For 
more information please contact 
V i c k y  o n 
crookedsteepleyoga@gmail.com 
o r  v i a  F a c e b o o k 
@CrookedSteepleYoga.
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 Fully insured qualified professional 
 Excellent workmanship and quality customer care 
 From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects 
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Email: D_Tramontana@hotmail.co.uk          Website: www.poppysgardenbenches.com

Telephone: 01299 832227

Mobile: 07812559530

Clows Top Garage
Clows Top

Tenbury Road
Kidderminster
Worcestershire

From a choice of either strong solid timber or beautiful Welsh cedar wood. These 
handcrafted benches are a must have.

Unlike flat pack benches, these are quality constructed with approximately 2 Inch 
thick solid wood.

Due to the sheer size and weight of these benches we do offer delivery. For more
 information on this, or any general enquires please contact us.

PENSAX THRIFT SHOP
It  is  hard  to  believe  that  on 
October 23rd this year it will be 
45 years since Pensax Thrift Shop 
first  opened  in  1974.  Life  has 
certainly changed so much since 
then  and,  sadly,  the  end  of 
October this year will  mark our 
last  session.  Although the Thrift 
Shop  continues  to  offer 
somewhere  to  buy  and  sell 
bargains of many kinds and the 
mornings still buzz with friendly 
chat  and exchange  of  news,  we 
are finding it a struggle to keep 
opening each week.  In addition, 
we are now pretty much the sole 
users of Pensax Village Hall – we 
feel  that  the  writing  is  on  the 
wall.
   As a small thank you for your 
support, we would love to see as 
many of our customers, past and 
present, at Pensax Village Hall on 
October 23rd (we are open from 
9.00  to  11.00am)  for  a  glass  of 
something  bubbly  and  the 
chance  to  share  memories.  The 
scrapbooks that Nerys kept over 
the years with happy reminders 
of past events will be available to 
browse  through.  We  hope  very 
much  that  we  will  have  the 
pleasure of seeing you then.
   For our current customers who 
have items entered for sale at the 
Thrift Shop, please note that you 
will  need  to  collect  any  money 

owing  to  you  and  anything 
unsold on or  before Wednesday 
October  30th,  after  which  what 
remains  will  be  passed  on  to 
charity shops in the area.
Pauline Briggs

CLOWS TOP 
GARDENING CLUB

September  is  a  time  to  be 
gathering  in  the  harvest  and 
autumn colours begin to appear 
with  a  distinct  chill  in  the 
morning air. The shortening days 
are now quite  noticeable,  so it’s 
time to move frost-tender plants 
indoors.  Summer  seems  barely 
over  before  thoughts  of  next 
spring  begin.  Buy  spring  bulbs 
for  the  garden  early  to  get  the 
best  choice  of  varieties.  Many 
jobs  still  to  be  done.  Deadhead 
roses,  cut  back  perennials  and 
fork over your beds and borders. 
A good  round  weeding  should 
keep them tidy until next spring. 
Clean  out  cold  frames  and 
greenhouses  ready  for  autumn 
use.
At  the June meeting,  it  was the 
club’s  Rose  &  Sweet  Pea  Show. 
and  many  thanks  to  Anne  for 
judging.  The  results:  1st  &  Best 
Exhibit  Marion Wilson, Joint 2nd 
Dot  Cowdell  and  Bob  Marriott 
and 3rd Madge Edwards.
   There  was a  slight  change to 
the  July  meeting  when  the 

speaker  was  unwell  and unable 
to attend. However, Elva worked 
her  magic  and  after  several 
phone calls, she made sure there 
was something to entertain us. A 
lovely  lady,  Bridget  Manson, 
came  along  with  buckets  of 
flowers  and  foliage  from  her 
garden.  She  showed  us  some 
lovely flower arranging displays, 
which were later raffle prizes.
   Gardening  is  one  of  the  few 
hobbies  that  are  relaxing, 
enjoyable  and  very  rewarding. 
The  Garden  Club  has  a  very 
friendly atmosphere, everyone is 
welcome.  It’s  a  great  way  for 
e x c h a n g i n g  g a r d e n i n g 
knowledge,  learning  new  ways 
of doing things and sharing tips.  
   Our  next  meeting  will  be  on 
September 25th and the speaker 
will  be  Darren  Rudge  on  ‘Tea 
Bags, Bras and Tights, Part Two.’ 
It will also be our Autumn Show.
Darren  Rudge,  also  known  as 
‘the laughing gardener’ has been 
a BBC radio presenter for over 15 
years.
Pauline Bowen

SILLY BIT 
  In 1891 Alexander Graham Benn 
received the world’s first wrong 
number telephone call. 

   “We are trying to get unemployment 
to go up and I think we are going to 
succeed.”    Ronald Reagan , 1982 
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BIG THANK YOU
A  big  Thank  You  to  Michelle 
Hassan for organising a brilliant 
evening at Kinlet Village Hall on 
June  29th.  The  local  band 
Rebooted  excelled  themselves 
again  and  everyone  was  up 
dancing.
  The  amount  raised  was 
fabulous, over £1600, which will 
be  divided  between  the  Air 
Ambulance  and  Brain  Tumour 
Research,  two  charities  very 
close to Michelle’s heart. Thank 
you  to  everyone  who  was 
involved in making the night a 
great success. Cheers to you all 
Jeannie Bull

THE WRITERS’ GROUP
August is holiday time, so it was 
a  select  band  of  four  who 
gathered  at  the  library.  The 
chosen subject  for  our  writings 
was ‘Moon’ and Gill led the way 
with  a  tale  reflecting  her  own 
experience of a music festival in 
the  rain  and  mud  that  helped 
shed inhibitions and to dance in 
wellies. By moonlight, of course.
   Jim chose the obvious orb in 
the  sky  and  man’s  changing 
concept of what it meant to us.  
By contrast, Edwin our resident 
rebel recalled work in a drawing 
office and customs around Leap 
Year.  Vicky had gathered much 
information  about  our  lunar 
neighbour, then ran out of time 

to write a story using it. Maybe 
the fast growing Willow and an 
inclination to wriggle and crawl 
demanded her attention.
   So it was a brief meeting, and 
before  heading  homeward  we 
agreed  that  the  subject  for  this 
month’s  creative  thoughts 
should be ‘Back to School’. If not 
original, at least it’s topical. We 
meet  on  the  9th  to  hear  what 
that has inspired.
Jim Reynolds

THE BORDERS 

CLASSIC BIKE SHOW 
Once  again,  Lacon  Childe 
School  are  pleased  to  host  the 
Borders  Classic  Bike  Show  on 
Sunday September 8th, 10.00 to 
4:30.  Founded by Jim Reynolds 
35 years ago, this unique show 
has  much  to  offer  for  the 
hardened  biker  and  for  the 
budding enthusiast.
   Sadly,  Jim  retired  from 
running this event last year, but 
we  are  so  pleased  that  he  has 
agreed to return as our guest of 
honour,  trophy  presenter  and 
will be around during the day.
   Staged within the school hall, 
there will be vintage bikes, bike 
start up sessions and in the food 
pod,  you  can  experience  our 
delicious all-day breakfast.

   At  just  £5  per  ticket,  it  is 
definitely  worth  the  trip.  All 
proceeds will be divided equally 
between  the  Midlands  Air 
Ambulance  and  Lacon  Childe 
School.
http://
www.bordersbikeshow.com/
Sarah Price
Lacon Childe School PTA

WELCOME BACK, JOHN
John Hands is back at his desk 
in  Hands  On  Printing  on  the 
High Street.  He’s  full  of  praise 
for his treatment at the Medical 
Centre, when he thought he had 
a  grumbling  appendix  and  Dr. 
Dawn Powick arranged a quick 
appointment at Worcester Royal 
Hospital.
   There an examination revealed 
a  cancer  of  the  bowel,  quickly 
dealt  with  and  an  examination 
whilst  under  the  anaesthetic 
showed  no  spread  of  the 
infection.  John  is  not  strong 
enough to work full time, but is 
far too energetic to simply sit at 
home and do nothing.
   He did tell us that he wanted 
to say how good his treatment at 
both the Medical Centre and the 
Worcester  Royal  hospital  was 
and how grateful  he is  to  both 
places.  Another firm fan of our 
National Health Service.
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH HALL 
CHURCH STREET. 

——————————————- 
“Flicks in the Sticks” 

7.30, Saturday, September 28th 
‘STAND AND OLLIE’ 

The highly acclaimed story of Laurel and Hardy’s 
tour of Britain in 1953, trying to revive their 

fading careers. They’re not helped when their 
better halves arrive to join them. 
Certificate 12A.  Admission £4.00 

—————————————————————— 
To book the hall call Gabby 01299 271713 or Jan 01299 271070 

———————————————————- 
THE TOWN’S BEST VALUE VENUE
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Mary’s Page  

Tracking the Trucking
Sitting having coffee with friends, and one of us is 
constantly looking at  her phone.  She is  tracking 
delivery of a new purchase.  Every few seconds, 
the  conversation  is  interjected  with  something 
like:  “Look,  it’s  now  coming  down  to  the 
crossroads.”  We laugh and tease  her  telling  her 
that she needs to get a life.
   A few months down the line, hubby and I order 
one of those lovely light weight, life changing, not 
shackled to the wall by flex, everything you have 
ever wanted vacuum cleaner. Forty four years of 
married life  tethered to  the wall  and now I  am 
going to be cordless. Oooh!  The anticipation.
   On  the  day  it  was  ordered  and  delivery 
arranged  there  was  nothing  whatsoever  on  the 
calendar. Now, life with a big “L” has intervened 
and we have both ended up with commitments. I 
point out calmly that there is  no need to worry 
because new, snazzy, all singing, all things to all 
men, (but not necessarily, in this case, all things to 
all  women),  vacuum  cleaner  is  arriving  before 
nine  o’clock.  This  is  what  the  firm  promised.  
Nine  o’clock  arrives  and  passes.  There  is  no 
vacuum cleaner. Never mind, I ring the firm with 
instructions as to where to leave our parcel. I am 
informed  that  this  is  a  parcel  that  cannot  be 
delivered without  a  signature.  Neither  can they 
deliver to the other address in Cleobury where I 
shall  be for the rest  of  the day because it  has a 
different  post  code.  No  possibility  whatsoever 
despite the fact that the alternative address is just 
around the corner and up the road. They do tell 
me that I can track the delivery, and they give me 
a revised, estimated time of arrival.  
   So,  here  I  am,  having  laughed  at  a  friend, 
frantically tracking delivery of a vacuum cleaner.  
And there it is. Wonder how the driver feels about 

having his every move of the working day plotted 
ad infinitum for all to observe? This is not just Big 
Brother watching you, this is Big Brothers plural 
and we are all following your every move. Oh joy!  
It’s at Far Forest, great news, just down the road. 
All  is  well  with the world, it  will  soon be here. 
Soon comes and goes but new cleaner does not 
grace us with its presence. I look again. It’s like 
watching Line of Duty without the commentary 
that  tells  you that  the  target  is  now proceeding 
west. Ah! No! The blessed thing has diverted. It 
has taken a turn off to the left and is now flagged 
in a  village somewhere.  Apparently there is  life 
beyond the main road. So near and yet so far. It 
seems all singing, all dancing cleaner is going off 
on a Grand Tour. I don’t want to look anymore at 
this  now agonisingly  painful  progress  so  I  shut 
down the teasing and tormenting technology that 
allows for this torture.  We contemplate aborting 
the  mission  but  then  realise  that  this  probably 
means  going  through  it  all  again  at  some  later 
date.  
   New super- duper, life changing, state of the art, 
scientifically sourced,  precision engineered,  light 
as a feather vacuum cleaner enters our home and 
is solemnly signed for ten minutes before the last 
man  standing  is  due  to  exit.  Well  done  that 
delivery  driver!  Phew!  Whoever  told  us  that 
retirement  would  be  boring  was  mightily 
mistaken.
   P.S. Although these new cleaners are clearly a 
great invention for those of us with wonky legs 
and arthritic hands and arms, I love that the telly 
adverts  always  show  athletic  looking  young 
people using them to suck up the dirt. The future 
looks  clean  and  bright;  so  long  as  we  can 
remember to charge it. 
Mary
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

MARK WILLIAMS - PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER 
“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  

and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 
 

Wills or Lasting Powers of Attorney from £85, Free Will Reviews,  
Also: Probate Support, Care Home Fee Avoidance  

& Big Savings on Funeral Plans 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

 

T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887    
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk   W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 
Fellow of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 

Our Mason is an accredited member of the British Register of Memorial Masons with a City & Guilds 
Qualification in Memorial Masonry. He is also a BRAMM licensed memorial fitter. 
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–

Book now And Don’t Miss out
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....
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The Clarion Jobs Page                             

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    

LANDSCAPE PLANTS
Full time position to fill. Nursery operative 

* Packing plants, weeding and watering 
* loading and unloading lorries 
* must be happy to work outside in all weathers

reliable, hard working.
Email Sophie@landscapeplants.co 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

Gordon’s Motoring School 

Specialist Joinery

01299
270626www.gcartersmartjoinery.com

Built in Wardrobes
Double Glazed Wooden Windows
Staircases

Qualified tradesmen, fully insured                       
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  Kit Smith - Our Wildlife Corridors

We  are  fortunate  in  Cleobury  to  have  seven 
wildlife corridors in and around our town. These 
ancient natural features provide shelter, security, 
feeding  and  breeding  grounds  for  many 
thousands of animal and plant species as well as 
enhancing  our  countryside  and  urban 
environment  for  our  enjoyment  and  pleasure. 
Without them it  would be a barren and sterile 
environment.
   The majority of corridors were formed after the 
last  ice  age around the valleys cut  by streams, 
brooks and rivers as they flowed into the River 
Rea. Over many decades, trees, hedges and scrub 
have  grown  and  prospered.  Some  have  been 
planted, but most are natural self sown. We now 
have  matured  corridors  with  their  environs 
which support a sustainable biodiversity.  They 
have  survived  huge  changes  of  industrial 
revolution, wars, farming methods and housing 
developments.  We have the chance now at  the 
time of a Neighbourhood Plan to repair, restore 
and provide new links between them, so we can 
continue to achieve a sustainable future for this 
environmentally rich part of South Shropshire.
The  seven  corridors  are  all  valuably  different, 
with their own character and form. Workhouse 
wild  life  corridor  starts  at  Catherton  Road, 
travels through the Skatepark, down to the site 
of the old Union Workhouse, through the Glen 
Caravan Park, past Cleanlyseat Farm, then under 
the road to the river Rea at the bottom of Ron 
HiIl.
   School corridor is more urban, starting at the 
lone oak in Catherton Road, turning  left to pass 
below  the  school  grounds,  into  Love  Lane, 
Steeple  Close,  The  Hurst,  Viol’s  Walk  across 
Childe  Road  and  into  St.  Mary’s  ancient 
Churchyard.
   Pudding  Brook  (alias  Borough  and  Put  In 
Brook)  and  its  corridor  starts  at  the  pond  in 

Curdale Farm on the Ludlow Rd. It flows as an 
open  brook,  or  via  culverts  or  back  gardens, 
under the Tenbury Road, through back gardens 
to  the  end  of  Eagle  Lane,  crosses  Eagle  Lane,  
goes  under  Lion  Lane  followed  by  more  back 
gardens to pass under the Old Medical Centre, 
under   Pinkham Lane to  Mill  Pool  and finally  
into the Rea. Despite travelling as an open brook 
underground  or  in  culverts  through 
approximately  60  back  gardens  the  brook 
supports a healthy clearwater biodiversity along 
its  length.  In  all  respects  the  Brook  and  its 
corridor  has  the  widest  biodiversity  and  the 
greatest  threat  from  change.  It  supports  many 
important animal and plant habitats which are in 
delicate balance. 
   Tenbury Road/Eagle Lane corridor is short but 
important as it joins Pudding Brook corridor at 
the  end  of  Eagle  Lane  via  new  housing  and 
possible employment land developments
   Hobsons  Corridor  has  developed  over 
centuries from an ancient farm track along the 
ridge starting at Hobson’s Brewery and ending 
downhill at the end of Lion Lane . It has several 
fine mature oak trees and many mature trees of 
other  species  along  its  length.  Each  200yr.  old 
oak is  claimed (Woodland Trust)  to  be  host  to 
over 2000 different species of animals and plants, 
as well as being valuable as a carbon sink.
   Rowley Brook rises west of Curdale Farm and 

runs in its own valley to the south of the town to 
cross under the Bayton Road and discharge into 
the Rea. 
   The  final  corridor  is  the  river  Rea  Wildlife 
Corridor which flows south down to the Teme at 
Newnham Bridge. A restored river Rea has huge 
potential for aquatic biodiversity improvement.  
We need to look after these corridors with their 
valuable biodiversity, rich trees and hedges. 
Kit Smith
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Excellence in  
education since 1620 

We’ve been unlocking the potential of children for nearly 
400 years. We offer the best opportunity to boys and girls 
from three months to 16 years old. 

To book a tour or find out more, call our  
Admissions Secretary on 01562 850204.

Places available.

/HeathfieldKnollSchool

@heathfieldknoll

/heathfieldknollschool
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Clarion Clippings  The Local News

PETS ON PARADE

Two of the local dog owners who 
will be using the new exercise area. 

Jan Manley with her greyhound 
and Town Clerk Matt Sheehan 

with whippets.
It was a popular  choice when 
the  town’s  people  were  asked 
in  the  2018  Big  Cleobury 
Survey  to  nominate  their 
preferences in a range of extra 
facilities.  Third  most  popular 
with 52 percent of the vote was 
the provision of an area where 
people could let their dogs run 
free  without  any  risk  or 
inconvenience to other animals 
or people. 
   There was space on the open 
parkland  that  connects  the 
sports  field  with  Catherton 
Park  and  contractors  were 

asked to tender for the job. No 
names given, just an indication 
of  who  was  local.  Jonathan 
Guest of Kinlet got the job and 
earlier  this  year  a  stout  wire 
fence was erected around a 20 
metre  square  with  a  lockable 
gate  to  keep  dogs  firmly  in 
there  and under  their  owners’ 
control.
   The official opening was on 
August  13th,  with  a  range  of 
dogs there to enjoy a run. New 
resident  Peter  brought  along 
Tillie,  a two year old labrador, 
Jan  Manley  had  Hero,  the 
family  greyhound,  Matt 
Sheehan  brought  along  two 
whippets  and Jill  arrived later 
with two more greyhounds.
   We  did  wonder  if  such 
athletic  dogs  as  greyhounds 
could be properly exercised in 
such a modest space, but once 
off the lead they ran happily in 
big circles, clearly enjoying the 
place.  The  Sheehan  whippets 
likewise,  while  Tillie  the 
labrador  ran  and  jumped,  but 
was  overwhelmed  when  the 
greyhounds  became  friendly. 
Not  a  single  bark  -  all  really 
friendly.
   It is estimated that roughly 50 
percent  of  the  households  in 
Cleobury  have  a  dog  and 
making  such  an  exercise  area 
available  does  make sense.  As 

you  would  expect  of  such  a 
facility,  there  is  a  bin  for  any 
dog waste to be left in.
   It’s  a  very  new idea  and it 
will  be  interesting  to  see  how 
well it is used. Peter and Tillie 
have  been  in  there  every  day 
since  it  opened;  he  thinks  it’s 
great.  The  dogs  didn’t  say  a 
word,  not  one  complaint,  so 
we’ll put that down as another 
success for Cleobury.

THE GREAT COFFEE 
MORNING

That  lovely  idea  from 
Macmillan Cancer Support, the 
World’s  Greatest  Coffee 
Morning, will be on Friday the 
27th of this month.
   It  will  be  in  its  established 
home,  the  Market  Hall  on 
Church  Street,  with  Sue 
Henderson  and  her  excellent 
band of friends ready to make 
it  a  busy place  from the 10.00 
o’clock start  to  the 12.00 noon 
official end, though we suspect 
there will be people there long 
after then.
   Last year the Morning raised 
a record £669.10,  a  remarkable 
amount  for  an  event  open for 
just two hours. And a tribute to 
the generosity of this town. So 
can  we  make  2019  another 
record  year?  Ambition  needs 
good company!
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We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price.
Decking
Patios
Brickwork

Driveways
Fences
Outdoor furniture

FALCO HEATING 
The Solid Fuel Specialists


GARY HARDING - HETAS 
registered 

Old Hall Farm 
Clows Top, Worcs. DY14 9HE 

T: 01299 832030 
M: 07896 685 947 

FalcoHeating@gmail.com 

01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

People of Cleobury, can you help us again 
by gifting us more teddies and soft toys.
We are mounting a big push this Autumn, 
so we need your help.
With your help we have sent soft toys to 
deprived children all over the world, and 
even sent them to less fortunate children in 
the UK. Please help by dropping your 
treasured soft toys off at the Market Hall in
Cleobury.                           Keith Balmer
balmeruk@gmail.com   07976207889     
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e guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles.
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

GOODBYE, AMY
Oh  dear,  was  it  something  we 
said? In the August Clarion we 
talked to Amy Millward, a very 
promising young pro player and 
coach  at  Cleobury  Golf  Club. 
Now  we  have  to  tell  you  that 
she’s leaving, off to take a new 
step in her career in Dubai. We’ll 
let her explain:
   I’m  excited  and  sad  to 
announce that I  will  be leaving 
CMGC  to  take  on  a  Teaching 
Professional  job  at  the  Claude 
Harmon School of Golf in Dubai 
as of September 11th.
   I have had the most incredible 
five years at Cleobury that have 
been so special to me because of 
the  staff,  members  and visitors 
that  play  each  week!  I  have 
learnt  so  much  while  I  have 
been  here,  growing  in 
confidence, which without all of 
you  I  wouldn’t  be  moving  to 
Dubai to work in the golf school 
I’ve always wanted to work at!
I’m  so  lucky  to  take  my  next 
career  step  to  Dubai  and work 
alongside  some  amazing 
coaches  as  well  as  Claude 
Harmon III!
   My last weekend will  be the 
Men’s  Club  Championship 
Weekend,  where  I  will  be 
checking everyone in and doing 
the  presentation.  I  will  be 
having some leaving drinks  on 
the  Saturday  evening  the  7th 

from 6:00 onwards and it would 
be  great  to  see  as  many 
members there as possible to say 
goodbye.
Amy Millward

NEWS FROM SAINT
ELIZABETH’S

St  Elizabeth’s  is  the  only 
Catholic  church  for  miles 
around.  We  have  a  friendly, 
active  congregation  and 
welcome  visitors  any  week  to 
our Sunday Mass and our social 
events.  We  have  a  busy 
programme  of  events  most 
months and this monthly article 
is  designed  to  let  you  know 
what  is  happening  and  invite 
you  to  join  us.  Our  priest  is 
Canon  Christopher  Walsh  and 
he extends a warm welcome to 
anyone  who  would  like  to 
experience our services and join 
us for social events. 
   Also, if you have children who 
do not attend a Catholic school 
we  can  arrange  to  give  them 
activities designed to help them 
understand  their  faith.  This 
could  be  before  and  during 
Sunday  Mass  after  which  they 
would  join  the  rest  of  the 
congregation  for  the  remainder 
of the service. Mass takes place 
on  Sundays  at  9:00am,  and 
refreshments  are  served  at  the 
end of Mass on the last Sunday 
of  the  month.  If  you  feel  you 

would like to take a more active 
part, we are always looking for 
new  ideas  for  the  liturgy  and 
social events. If you would like 
more information please  phone 
01299-270-318.
Paul Flowers

IN PRAISE OF……BT
It  was  a  Friday  afternoon  and 
everything  ‘went  down’  – 
landline, internet, mobile phone. 
Fortunately,  a  friend who used 
to  work  for  BT,  was  able  to 
report  the  problem  using  his 
phone  and  when  it  was 
established  that  there  was 
definitely  a  fault  on  the  line,  I 
was told that it couldn’t be dealt 
with  imminently  as  several 
engineers  had  been  sent  to 
Scotland  to  deal  with  the 
aftermath of severe storms.  My 
friend  pointed  out  that  I  had 
recently returned from hospital, 
that I wasn’t able to drive at the 
moment, and that I lived alone. 
The  very  next  day  an  Open 
Reach  engineer  arrived  and 
whilst it took him quite a while 
to  locate  and remedy the fault, 
he  assured  me  he  would  not 
leave until it was sorted.  After a 
couple of hours everything was 
restored and I was once again in 
contact with the outside world. 
BT  and  Open  Reach  on  this 
occasion  provided  excellent 
service.
Diane Waddington
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire 
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mor mer for 17 years

17 High Street, Cleobury Mor mer
6 11pm 6 Days a Week

Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 
wide range to suit all tastes.

Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm
9.00pm.

As much as you can eat for just 
£9.95 a head.

Free home delivery up to 5miles
Reserva ons:01299 270419

6/7 Church Street, Cleobury Mor mer
‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 

suit all pockets’
Top Value dining. 

Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95.

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00 11.00pm 
Reserva ons: 01299 271485

57 High Street, Cleobury Mor mer
6 11pm Wednesday– Sunday

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers. 

Monday– Tuesday 
collect Takeaways from

 Spice Empire:
Tel: 01299 270419

Free home delivery up to 5miles. 
Orders: 01299 271604

Bayton Church of England Primary School 
 

 - Be the best you can be, as a child of God -  

                       
Rated “Outstanding” in our latest SIAMs inspection (March 2018)

– – – – – – – –
 

“We offer an alternative and unique Primary 

come and visit us.”

–
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Opening hours:
8.30am 11am 

& 4pm 6pm
Closed to drop offs & 
collections on Sunday 

mornings 

Hopton Bank, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0QF call:01584 890327or mobile: 07989 741258
   email: wild.meadow.kennels@gmail.com

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

AN AMAZING STORY
Lots  of  people  in  our 
community  know  the  story  of 
Samuel Robinson and the near 
miracle that has seen him grow 
to be a fine young man. This is 
his mother Rachel’s side of the 
story and an explanation of the 
family’s  latest  fund  raising 
drive.
   In  2006  we  had  the  life-
changing  news  that  our  third 
child  would  be  born  with  a 
serious  complex  heart  disease. 
For him to have a chance of life, 
he  has  had  four  open  heart 
surgeries  and  countless  other 
procedures,  the  first  open heart 
at just three days old. Due to the 
complex nature of the condition, 
Hypoplastic  Left  Heart 
Syndrome (or in layman’s terms, 
half a heart) the surgery is only 
palliative.  This condition is very 
rare and at the time of Samuel's 
diagnosis,  the surgery had only 
been performed at a handful of 
centres by specialist cardiologists 
for 15 years in the UK.
   Nothing can fully prepare you 
for the isolation, fear, uncertainty 
and  anxiety  this  diagnosis 
brings.  Thankfully I discovered 
a  small  charity,  who  wholly 
specialises  in  single  ventricle 
heart conditions.

   Little Hearts Matter have been 
by  our  side  every  step  of  our 
‘half  a  heart’  journey;  from the 
initial  diagnosis  at  22  weeks 
pregnancy,  through  the 
surgeries, and all aspects of him 
growing up with the condition. 
They offer support and advice to 
anyone  affected  by  single 
ventricle heart conditions. Being 
a small charity, they rely heavily 
on  funds  raised  to  continue  to 
develop  and  support  families 
like ours.

   Samuel’s eldest sister, Sophia, 
is  away  in  Africa  doing 
community  projects  this 
summer, so his two other sisters, 
Jemima  and  Grace  have  set 
themselves  the  challenge  of 
swimming 25 miles to celebrate 
25 years of Little Hearts Matter. 
I do hope you can support them 
even if in a small way, to show 

how wonderful  they  are  doing 
this  for  their  brother  and other 
families  like  ours  around  the 
UK.
   Grateful  thanks  to  Teme 
Leisure  in  Ludlow for  granting 
the girls free access to the pool to 
complete their mission.
   Anyone  who  would  like  to 
support  the  girls  can do so  via 
their  Just  Giving  page  -

justgiving.com/fundraising/
jemimagrace                       Rachel

CHRISTMAS SHOE 

BOXES
It’s  been  quiet  recently,  but 
behind the scenes it’s been very 
busy.  My help and I  have been 
beavering away, getting the shoe 
boxes  ready for  you all.  We do 
hope  you  will  be  your  usual 
generous  selves  and  fill  boxes 
this  autumn,  ready  to  go  to 
Romania.  My  friend  Gabby 
Franklin and I  are  going to  the 
Danube  delta  in  Romania  in 
December  to  give  out  your 
boxes, so we need them ready to 
go by Remembrance Sunday on 
November 10th.
   A you  probably  know,  Saint 
Mary’s Church is closed for most 
of  September  for  the  new 
heating  to  deinstalled,  so  the 
shoe  boxes  will  be  in  there  as 
soon as I can, and as usual in the 
Parish  Hall.  I  am collecting the 
goods to go in the boxes as I see 
them. We hope to pack them in 
the back of Saint Mary’s with the 
children in October.
   My thanks to you all for your 
wonderful help. I couldn’t do it 
without you.
Jenny Vanderhook
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HILLTOP PLANTS AND FLOWERS 
Mrs Dorothy Selly 

TRADITIONAL HOLLY WREATHS, CROSSES AND SPRAYS 
Plain or Decorative, as required. 

FRESH AND ARTIFICIAL TABLE ARRANGEMENTS, FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS.  
TUBS, PLANTERS, BASKETS, BOWLS.  

HANDMADE GARDEN WILDLIFE PRODUCTS. 
‘Saddlestones’ 

Lion Lane 01584 891441 
Clee Hill 
Nr Ludlow  SY8 3NJ 

LOCAL DELIVERY FREE
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

CLEOBURY PLAYERS
It  is  with  a  considerable 
amount of regret that I have to 
announce  the  demise  of  our 
talented  drama  group, 
Cleobury Players. 
  Since it was established by a 
group of staff at Lacon Childe 
School  in  the  mid  1970s,  the 
group grew in strength that by 
the turn of the century it was 
producing  plays  of  excellent 
quality  and  quantity  for  a 
town  the  size  of  Cleobury. 
Over the last 40 years we have 
presented an eclectic selection 
of  dozens  of  plays  ranging 
from  ‘Allo,  ‘Allo  to  Les 
Liaisons  Dangereuses,  all 
complete  with  excellent  sets 
constructed by our extremely 
talented  back-stage  crew and 
technicians.  All  through  this 
period we have looked upon 
Lacon  Childe  School  as  our 
home  (apart  from  the 
occasional excursions to other 
venues  in  our  locality)  for 
both  rehearsals  and 
productions. For four decades 
we have relied on and enjoyed 
an excellent relationship with 
s e v e n  s u c c e s s i v e 
Headteachers,  members  of 
staff and caretakers; the latter 
taking  the  brunt  of  our 
seemingly endless requests for 
help  when  our  only  enemy 
was  the  clock,  to  get  a 
production  on  the  stage.  To 
this end, in addition to paying 
the  usual  hire  charges,  the 
group  has  over  the  years 
enlarged  the  lighting 
capabilities,  stage  equipment 
and  tracking  which  amounts 
to  well  over  £5,000,  plus  an 

additional  £1,000  for  new 
chairs in the hall, all intended 
for our mutual benefit. 
   In addition, many charities 
were  invited  to  run  the 
obligatory  raffle  during  a 
production  which  raised 
funds for  Macmillan Nurses,. 
Little  Hearts  Matter,  Royal 
British  Legion  and  many 
others.  Some  years  ago  a 
cheque  for  £1,000  was 
presented  to  Dr.  Taylor  for 
Prostate Cancer. 
  In  November  2014,  The 
Players  presented  R.  C. 
Sherriff’s  famous  play 
‘Journey’s  End’  in  St.  Mary’s 
Church  to  commemorate  the 
outbreak  of  the  First  World 
War and to remember all  the 
men  from  the  Cleobury  area 
who did not return home after 
the end of hostilities. We were 
pleased  to  welcome  3  young 
students  from  Lacon  Childe 
School to take significant parts 
in  this  moving  play;  an 
experience that I am sure they 
will  remember for the rest  of 
their lives.
Little did I know that it was to 
be  ‘journey’s  end’  in  more 
ways  than  one.  Since  then, 
despite  several  attempts  by 
our  Chair,  Annabel  Gemmill, 
to  engender  support  for  the 
continuation of the group has 
been  without  success  and 
consequently  it  has  been 
decided  that  reluctantly  the 
group  should  be  disbanded. 
This decision brings to an end 
a  period  in  our  local  history 
where  our  community  was 
entertained to high standards 
that, by the end of the century, 
we  had  a  membership  of  30 

plus  actors  offering  at  least 
one production a year. 
A lot  of  this  success  was the 
result of the enthusiasm of my 
late wife Mavis whose love of 
the  theatre  and  her  tenacity 
and  capabilities  steered  the 
various  chair-persons, 
committee  members  and 
others to ever more ambitious 
productions.
Disposal  of  Funds  and 
Assets.
1.  All  the  portable  and  fixed 
equipment  situated  at  Lacon 
Childe  School  has  been 
donated to the school.
2. Sale of sundry lighting and 
sound equipment raised £700 
for the Air Ambulance.
3.  The  balance  of  £4,459.73 
was donated  to  the 
following registered charities:
Acorns Hospice, £1,114.00
Friends of St. Mary’s Church,
£1,114.00
M i l l b r o o k  S u i t e 
Kidderminster Hospital
£1,114.00
Severn Hospice £1,114.00
Balance to charity box £ 3.73)
   So  the  above  brings  to  an 
end  40  plus  years  of 
entertaining  our  community 
which at times has been hard 
work  for  those  involved  but 
has  always  been  good  fun 
with  plenty  of  banter  and  a 
pint afterwards.
   On a personal note I would 
like  to  thank everybody who 
has worked so hard to achieve 
our  objective  and  also  the 
others who helped the group 
in so many individual ways.
   Thank you so much for the 
memory.
Tom Cartwright.

The Clarion is on the worldwide web from the 4th of the month
www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
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Letter from Westminster                                                 Philip Dunne MP

Last month I met Inspector Nikki Roberts, who 
leads South Shropshire policing, to discuss steps 
being taken to prevent and tackle crime in our 
communities.  In  light  of  the  Prime  Minister’s 
pledge  to  increase  police  officer  numbers  by 
20,000,  I  am determined to see rural areas like 
Shropshire benefit – and was encouraged to hear 
that  the  Chief  Constable  is  allocating  an 
additional  10  substantive  police  constables  to 
South Shropshire.  The result  of  this increase is  
effectively  a  50%  increase  in  the  safer 
neighbourhood teams in Ludlow and Bridgnorth 
on  each  shift  –  a  very  welcome increase!  This 
follows a record 56 officers joining West Mercia 
Police in July alone, as part of recruitment of 115 
new officers.
   West Mercia Police are also taking encouraging 
steps to help prevent rural crime, an issue which 
I  know  West  Mercia’s  Police  and  Crime 
Commissioner John Campion takes seriously. So 
I was pleased to meet the We Don’t Buy Crime 
officer, who was promoting use of Smart Water 
to  Craven  Arms’  Mayor  and  Shropshire 
Councillor,  and  encouraging  adoption  across 
communities  in  Shropshire  following  the  lead 
taken  in  Cleobury  Mortimer  where  domestic 
burglary was reduced dramatically.
   Smart  Water  individually  marks  goods  of 
value with a unique identifier which is invisible 
to  the  naked  eye,  but  is  revealed  under  Ultra 
Violet light, and links the goods marked direct to 
the household of the owner.  Each West Mercia 
officer carries a UV torch so can look for smart 
water marked goods whenever suspicious of a 
theft.
  This  has  proven  successful  in  reducing  and 
disrupting  the  market  for  stolen  goods, 

protecting  homes  and  possessions  by  making 
them less attractive to the would-be criminal. So 
West  Mercia  are  also  looking  to  extend  this 
scheme to cover farms, to combat a recent spike 
east of the A49 in recent months.
   I  am  sure  many  will  also  welcome  the 
additional  powers being given to Police under 
stop and search through a nationwide pilot, with 
more than 8,000 police officers authorised to use 
enhanced  stop  and  search  powers,  as  part  of 
Government  efforts  to  crack  down  on  violent 
crime.  While  knives  are  used in  fewer  serious 
crimes in West Mercia compared to the national 
average (4% rather than 6%), and indeed is far 
below  the  worst  hotspots  for  knife  crime  like 
certain parts of London and Birmingham, this is  
a welcome step to tackle a growing problem in 

society, particularly for young people.
   The new government has also outlined in its 
first  month plans  to  review sentencing for  the 
most  serious  offenders,  including  not  letting 
prisoners out automatically part-way through a 
sentence and reviewing how to break the cycle 

of  repeat  offending.  In  light  of  anticipated 
increase  demand  for  caseloads,  the  Justice 
Secretary  has  announced a  further  £85  million 
for  the  Crown  Prosecution  Service  to  build 
capacity over the next 2 years, with an extra £2.5 
billion investment to create 10,000 extra prison 
places.

I  hope  this  renewed  focus  on  tackling  and 
preventing crime, both nationally and in south 
Shropshire,  will  help  make  streets  safer  in 
communities across the UK.
Philip Dunne
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KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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Manufacturers and Installers of  Bespoke Hardwood Orangeries,   
Conservatories, Windows and Doors.  

www.atriumhereford.co.uk 

The Old Foundry, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3DA         Tel 01544 231769

sales@atriumhereford.co.uk 
HARDWOOD
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ST JOHN’S CHURCH,
DODDINGTON

“Oooh!”  was  the  reaction  of 
wildflower expert, Rob Rowe, as 
he  walked  through  the  church 
gate – a sign that he had already 
seen some interesting plants and 
expected  more.  You  may  have 
seen the long waving grasses at 
the  front  of  our  churchyard,  in 
preparation  for  the  wildflower 
identification  session  with 
Beautiful Burial Grounds in July. 
   We started at the bottom of the 
steps,  looking  at  flowers  on 
either side, many of them good 
habitat indicators. After the first 
hour,  with  44  species  recorded, 
we moved further into the site. 
By the end, more than 80 species 
had been recorded.
  The  significance  of  burial 
grounds is  that  they have been 
managed  in  a  similar  way  to 
traditional  hayfields,  farming 
has  changed  in  the  last  100 
years, reducing species diversity, 
so burial grounds are now vital 
habitats  for  many  species. 
Recording  these  is  important, 
and  it  will  inform  our  future 
management of the churchyard.
   The grass got longer than we 
intended  because  we  didn’t 
manage a late Spring cut due to 
bad  weather.  It  has  now  been 
scythed by a team from Caring 
for  God’s  Acre.  Next  year  we 

will  choose  certain  areas  to 
manage  to  encourage  wild 
flowers,  but  cut  other  areas 
more  often,  particularly  those 
regularly visited to tend graves.  
   Our  Skittles  Evening  in 
August was enjoyed by all.  On 
to  September,  when we have a 
Jumble  Sale  at  2.30pm  on 
Saturday the 7th and Celebrate 
Harvest  at  3pm on Sunday the 
29th,  followed  by  our  Fun 
Auction of produce and a Bring 
and Share Tea. Do join us.
Celia Gibb

THE FOOTPATH 
ASSOCIATION

Thanks to those Clarion readers 
who  responded  to  requests  for 
help in summer path clearance. 
There’s  more  to  do  so  don’t 
hesitate  to  take  secateurs  out 
with you when walking - helps 
keep the bramble down.
   Our  September  Parish  Walk 
will  be  on  Sunday  the  1st  at 
10.00; as usual -all welcome.
   We carry out repair work on 
footpaths  over  a  wide  area.  To 
do  so,  we  need  to  talk  to  the 
landowners  concerned to  agree 
to  the  work  and  to  arrange 
access.  Tracking  down  and 
speaking to the landowners can 
be the most difficult part of the 
exercise  especially  in  the  more 
outer reaches of our area.

   We  would  like  to  carry  out 
some repair  work  to  stiles  and 
gates in Hopton Wafers,  on the 
footpath  which  crosses  the 
A4117 half way up Hopton Bank 
on  either  side.  Help  in  finding 
and  contacting  the  landowners 
concerned would be very useful.  
If  you  can  help  please  get  in 
touch. footpaths@cmfa.co.uk
Graham Simpson

DODDINGTON 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

August only had one meeting as 
it  is  a  popular  month  for 
holidays,  however it  was a fun 
packed  one. We  had  the 
wonderful  Mrs  Barbara 
Branch ,who had a great deal of 
patience  with  members, 
showing and helping us to make 
a  small  Bag  For  Life  out  of 
paper,  and  she  then  gave  us 
small  items to put into the bag 
and a card with their meaning. 
There were lots  of  laughs from 
members and a great afternoon 
had by all.  Thank you Barbara. 
Next  meeting  at  Doddington 
Village  Hall  is  September  the 
3rd  Sptember  2019  starting  at 
2.00pm.  Come as our guest.
Ann Belcher

SILLY BIT 
“I used to drink to drown my 
sorrows, but now they’ve 
learned to swim.”            Anon.
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   The September Social Calendar                                                                                   Part One
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EVENTS OF NOTE 
THE NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND A.G.M.

It’s one of the outstanding services helping people in this area who are seriously ill 
and need more attention than the National Health Service can provide as standard. If 
you are very seriously ill and have no family to look after you, it’s the Nightingale 
Fund that may step in and provide a level of care that you need and cannot find 
without this local organisation’s help. Come to the Sports and Social Club at 7.00 on 
September 1st to hear what they’ve done, how much they’ve spent on helping local 
people and how they plan to keep on simply helping people in need. 

FREE NHS HEARING AID DROP-IN CLINIC
It’s in the Community Room at Saint Mary’s Place, starting at 10.00 on Wednesday the 
4th. Free help with your NHS Hearing Aid and advice if you need it. 
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

The September Social Calendar                                                                                Part Two

’ …
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EVENTS OF NOTE
SEPTEMBER IS WORLD ALZHEIMERS MONTH

The first local event to address this growing National problem is in the King’s 
Arms at 11.00 in the morning of Monday the 23rd. It’s part of the Town Council’s 

plan to consider becoming a Dementia Friendly Town and how much local people 
want to support the idea. As part of the need to support our older citizens and 

make their lives happy and untroubled, plus help them deal with the problem. Let 
us not forget that medicine is forever working on treatment for illnesses our 

parents saw as beyond a cure. Not true - where there is life there is hope.
MACMILLAN WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE MORNING

In the Market Hall, from 10.00 to 12.00 on Friday the 27th. Be there!
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.

Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549725
169–171 Newtown Road, 
Malvern WR14 1PJ

01684 212361
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549836

Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212428
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212339
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 210530
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549716

• NEW FORD CAR AND VAN SALES
• APPROVED USED CAR AND VAN SALES
• ALL MAKES SERVICING AND MOTS

• PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
• CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS
• CAR AND COMMERCIAL RENTALS

• SELF STORAGE FACILITIES
• MOTABILITY AGENTS

First choice for all your motoring needs

watch | like | tweet  

brookhire.co.uk
hillsford.co.uk

hillscontracts.co.uk
hillsselfstore.co.uk
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an altogether friendly bookkeeping experience
rosemary ®

CURLEW 
CONSERVATION

Previous editions of the Clarion 
described the work of Clee Hill 
Community  Wildlife  Group 
monitoring  curlew  population, 
and  to  find  nests  with 
landowner  support,  protect 
them from predators, and radio 
tag  the  chicks  as  soon  as  they 
hatch.  That way we can follow 
them  to  see  how  they  move 
about the landscape to feed, and 
the threats they face. Last year in 
Clee Hill, three nests were found 
and  fenced,  and  while  two 
broods  perished,  at  least  one, 
and probably two, of the chicks 
from the third brood fledged.
   This  year,  both  parts  of  the 
project were repeated, with less 
time  spent  on  nest-finding, 
protection  and  monitoring 
because  the  SWT/SOS  appeal 
has  been  less  successful.  It  has 
been a strange year,  as curlews 
arrived  on  their  breeding 
grounds and settled down later 
than usual.
  The  Community  Wildlife 
Group  found  seven  to  eight 
pairs  in the area we have been 
monitoring  since  2012,  and 
another  one  just  to  the  north. 
The  same  as  last  year,  but  we 
have  lost  five  out  of  13  pairs 
(38%) in seven years.

   We  also  added  four  more 
squares (16 sq.km.) to the survey 
area to the north, where curlews 
are known to breed. The Abdon 
District  Community  Wildlife 
Group, which covers the area to 
our north, extended southwards, 
so between us we now cover a 
much bigger continuous area.
  In the Clee Hill area, the project 
found  and  fenced  four  nests. 
One clutch of four eggs went full 
term,  but  didn’t  hatch,  and 
another  clutch  was  destroyed 
after sheep with thick coats were 
released  in  the  field  and 
trampled  part  of  the  electric 
fence down; their coats enabled 
them to withstand the shock.
   Two clutches hatched.  Radio 
tags  were  fitted  to  six  chicks, 
and they  were  all  tracked.  The 
first  pair,  on  SWT  land  at 
Catherton  Common,  are 
presumably  the  pair  that  used 
the  fenced  area  nearby  in 
previous years, as they took the 
chicks  there  after  hatching. 
Three  of  the  four  chicks  were 
tagged. Two were predated. The 
third  lost  its  tag,  which  was 
found,  but  it  appears  this  one 
too was predated.
   The second pair (at the same 
site  where  definitely  one, 
probably  two,  young  fledged 
last year) had three eggs that all 
hatched, and all the chicks were 

tagged  and  tracked.  All  three 
young  were  colour-ringed  and 
fledged,  an  excellent  result. 
These  young,  and  last  year’s, 
will  help  the  local  population 
survive  longer,  while  we 
campaign  for  landscape-scale 
changes  that  enable  curlews  to 
breed successfully.
  The main aim nest finding this 
year  was  to  gain  more 
information  about  how  the 
chicks  behave  and  forage,  and 
the  threats  they  face.  We  have 
achieved this on Clee Hill.
  Altogether,  ten  Community 
Wildlife  Groups  have  been 
monitoring  their  local  curlew 
populations.  When their  results 
have been analysed, and added 
to  the  results  of  the  nest 
protection  and  radio-tagging, 
we will consider how to take the 
projects forward next year.
   If  you heard or saw curlews 
regularly  during  2019,  and 
haven’t  told  us,  don’t  assume 
we’ve found them all. Please tell 
Chris Bargman  on 01299 270514, 
or chcwq@shropscwgs.org.uk.

Further  information  available 
on  the  Clee  Hill  part  of  the 
Community  Wildlife  Groups 
w e b s i t e 
www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk  and 
S O S  w e b s i t e 
www.shropshirebirds.com/
save-our-curlews/    Leo Smith
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REGISTERED LICENCED FOOD PREMISES FOR HIRE OR TO RENT 

Situated in Hopton Wafers. 
Long or Short-Term Hire considered. 

Ideal for Caterers and Cookery Demonstrations etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well equipped Kitchen, Preparation Space, Washing and Storage Areas.  
Licensed Function Room if Required. 

 
For Enquiries call 07711 731 896 and speak to Chris 

 or email info@hoptoncourt.co.uk  
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LOOKING BACK
A recent discovery of a pack of black and white 
photos reproduced as postcards by Doctor Mark 
Baldwin and sold in his renowned book shop, 
included  this  surprise.  What  is  now  Cinema 
Court used to be the Three Horse Shoes Cinema.

It’s not easy to recognise this humble brick built 
frontage  as  the  same  place  that  now  boasts  an 
impressive entrance into two fine apartments, two 
storeys high and each with a balcony where the 
tenants  can  sit  and  look  down  on  the  world 
passing  by.  The  editor  was  lucky  enough  to  be 
shown around one of these by Bruce Webster, who 
moved up from the south of the country and sky 
high rents to live happily in Cleobury Mortimer. A 
very sensible chap.
   Behind  this  frontage  today  is  a  series  of 
apartments, all very attractive and well kept. A far 
cry from the window factory it was in the 1970s 
and later Peter Rust’s Antique Centre. Those seat 
prices  in  today’s  coinage  roughly  translate  into 
very few pence: 3p, 6p and 8p.
   This picture was reproduced with Dr Baldwin’s 
kind permission and he has agreed to us using his 
series  of  cards  for  more  opportunities  to  take  a 
Look Back. Some fascinating stuff to look forward 
to, including one ancient view of a local pub.

CATHERTON COMMON UPDATE
The  nights  are  starting  to  draw  in  already  and 
autumn  approaches,  but  there  is  still  plenty 
happening out on the Nature Reserve.
   Wet and warm conditions throughout much of 
the spring and summer have provided excellent 
conditions for insect  breeding.  Consequently the 
common  has  been  alive  with  hirundines 
(swallows and house martins) and the similar but 
unrelated  swifts  as  they  feed  up  ready  to  head 
south for the winter. There were plenty to be seen 
above us the other day when we were out clearing 
gorse.
   This  is  one  of  the  wider  benefits  of  nature 
reserves,  as  they  not  only  provide  homes  and 
habitat  for  resident  wildlife,  but  their  natural 
habitats  also provide food for other species that 
may  only  use  the  reserve  temporarily.  The 
hirundines can often be seen at the top of slopes 
or  higher  in  the  sky  where  updrafts  bring  the 
insects up to them. On Catherton Common it  is 
often the wet flushes, very rich in flying insects, 
which attract  their  attention.  Many of  these wet 
areas  have  been  lost  in  the  wider  countryside 
either through drainage or, just as damaging for 
wildlife, deepening into ponds. Along with them 
go the insects that many creatures need to survive. 
However we have some very healthy areas of wet 
flush  across  Catherton  Common  rich  in  both 
common and rare insects.
   Both swift and pine martin are on the orange list 
of  birds  of  conservation  concern  due  to  falling 
numbers.
Clive Dean 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust reserves officer south
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S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month

STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.
Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For 
Sale

Free Local Delivery
Also Mixed and Softwood 

Available
Tel: 07976 895 267

01584 890 795
K Phillips & Son Groundwork

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST
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September in the Wyre Forest                                                       Linda Iles

The Clarion is available on the World Wide Web 
from the fourth day of each month. 

www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

I thought you might like to see my photo of this 
rather large snake found tangled in netting in a 
friend’s garden recently. I was called for advice 
and hurried along, hoping or fearing to find an 
Adder,  which  I  still  haven’t  seen  in  the  Wyre 
Forest.  The yellow collar and sheer size gave it 
away  as  a  Grass  Snake  (probably  a  female), 
harmless  but  still  formidable,  especially  when 
hissing  and  emitting  a  powerful  stink  in  its 
defence. It was estimated at about 3 feet long, so 
well short of the record 6 feet according to Stefan 
Buczacki’s ‘Fauna Britannica’.  It  was eventually 
cut free and soon disappeared, unharmed.

   The singing of the Robin heralds the start of 
autumn and the year’s harvest has moved on to 
blackberries and crab apples, damsons and sloes. 
The beautiful fruits of the Rowan are attracting 
Blackbirds  and  Mistle  Thrushes  and  I  wonder 
how much longer supplies will last.
   The wild and dog roses in the hedgerows are 
beginning  to  show  their  red  hips,  reminding 
those  of  us  of  the  war-time  and  post  war 
generations  of  delicious  rose  hip  syrup  being 

spooned  into  our  young  mouths  to  boost  our 
Vitamin  C  levels.  The  hips  were  gathered 
throughout  the  countryside:  about  450  tons  a 
year between 1943 and 1945 according to Simon 
Fletcher in ‘A Wyre Forest Diary’. The seeds are 
the  source  of  the  irritating  country  itching 
powder  popped  down  other  schoolchildren’s 
backs,  so  they must  be  removed before  boiling 
the  pulp  with  its  own  weight  in  sugar  and 
straining the resulting syrup.
   Heather  and  gorse  flowers  brighten  the 
woodland edges and heaths and provide plenty 
of early autumn food for bees and other nectar-
loving  insects.  Acorns  and  beech  mast  are 
ripening  and  the  first  of  the  autumn  colour  is 
appearing: wild cherry showing red and purple, 
orange  on  the  deciduous  European  larch,  and 
yellow on birch and some of the oaks.

It’s  changeover  time,  with  swallows  and 
martins  preparing  to  leave  on  their  migration 
flights to Africa. They do this by massing in large 
groups  and  juvenile  house  martins  may  help 
their parents to feed the last, late broods of young 
still  in  the  cup-shaped  nests  of  mud  attached 
under  the  eaves  of  houses.  Sand  martins  are 
brown  and  white  in  contrast  to  the  black  and 
white  of  the  house  martins  and  can  be  seen 
darting  across  the  river  surface  in  Bewdley. 
Efforts were made to accommodate them in the 
quay walls  when the flood defences were built 
and they still  breed there.  The badgers  will  be 
changing  over  their  bedding  too,  replacing  the 
summer’s  grass,  bracken or  straw with  a  thick 
layer of fresh material.  Even for a badger there 
must be nothing like a freshly-made bed.
Linda Iles
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027
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“Forest schools”

THE PIONEER 
CENTRE

Naomi  reports  from  that  fine 
activity  centre  that  overlooks 
the town.
Our  new  trainees  have  finally 
arrived,  twenty  from  the  UK, 
Germany  and  Ecuador.  The 
number  from  the  EU  is  a  bit 
lower  than  other  years;  I 
wonder  if  our  current  Brexit 
predicament  has  something  to 
do with that!? It is still nice to 
see  all  those  new  lovely  faces 
and  no  doubt  they  will  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  our 
activity team this year.
   August has been another full 
on month. We had groups back 
to  back  and  quite  a  few  that 
took over the entire Centre. We 
have seen all sorts of inflatable 
games  on  our  fields,  a 
mechanical  bull  riding 
machine,  numerous  water 
fights  and paint  powder wars, 
themed  parties  and  lots  of 
singing.  It  has  been  a  great 
month to be part of the Pioneer 
family to see all  this  creativity 
and fun in action. 
   Our ‘Activity Days’ were very 
popular  again  this  summer 
with lots of kids from the area 
trying out and perfecting their 
abilities on our activities.  Who 
knows, we might have inspired 
a future Olympic champion last 
month.

   The  signs  for  our  wild 
growing meadows have arrived 
and  are  looking  really  good. 
Here you can see Cindy, one of 
our  trainees  from  Germany 
who  started  last  January, 
holding  two  of  our  signs  that 
will  be  placed  throughout  the 
Centre,  informing  guests  why 
we have  decided to  let  nature 
take over in various areas.  We 
hope that this little bit of extra 
information  will  encourage 
others  to look after  our planet 
as we aim to do here. 
Now  we  are  preparing 
ourselves  for  all  the  school 
groups  that  start  coming  in 
with the arrival of term time. 
Naomi

A CEILIDH IS 
COMING

Come  and  join  a  fun  filled 
evening of dancing, good music 
and great company on October 
26th at the Cavalier Centre for 

our  annual  Ceilidh,  a 
traditional  dance  night  where 
everyone joins in, regardless of 
age or ability.
   You  will  be  under  the 
watchful eye of our well known 
caller  Martin  Wood  (tallest 
Town Crier in the world) who’ll 
be  with  you every  step of  the 
way – walking you through the 
moves  before  each  dance  and 
continuing  to  call  out  helpful 
hints throughout the rest of the 
dances.  Our fantastic  band are 
guaranteed  to  provide  a 
whirling  evening  of  jigs,  reels 
and live entertainment.

The event is a fundraiser for 
the  Cavalier  Centre  which  is 
home  to  Perry  Riding  for  the 
Disabled.  The  Cavalier  Centre 
provides  life  changing, 
inclusive  equestrian  activities 
for  disabled  children  and 
adults. 
   Don’t  miss  out  -  £15  food 
included.  Tickets  are  available 
from  Penny  Farthing  (Much 
Wenlock),  Cavalier  Centre  and 
www.perryrdafundraising.org

SILLY BITS 
“It’s only a toy!” 
Gardner Greene Hubbard offers 
wisdom on Alexander Graham Bell’s 
telephone. 

——————————— 
“Everything that can be invented has 
been invented.” 
Charles Duell, US Patent Office, 1899. 

———————————
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E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

    
BLAST AWAY

Mobile Shot Soda Sandblasting
Prices from:

Car Wheel sand/blast only £10.00
Motorcycle Frame sand/blast £50 - £80

Classic Car Parts: Calipers £10.00 Rockers 
Covers, Springs, Shocks, Wishbones.

Patio Chair Sand Blast £15.00, Patio Table 
Sand Blast £30.00, Radiators Sand Blast £30.00, 

Oak Beams, Doors, RSJs.
Tel: 07951 329664, 01299 271280

 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Training Courses Upcoming 2019:
Emergency First Aid at Work– 18th September £73.00 
Level 2 Award in Food Safety 26th September £70.00

Level 2 Award in Occupa onal Health & Safety 17th October
£70.00

Fire Marshall Course 15th October £65.00
Portable Appliance Testing 11th November £200.00

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email  admin@lacon childe.org.uk

the future begins here
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds

Professionally Trained Chimney Sweep
Fully Insured
Cer ficates Issued
Cowl Fi ng
Stove Servicing

  07519 873976   Sweepy.todd@gmail.com
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

FRIENDS OF SAINT 
MARY’S CHURCH

The new heating system for St. 
Mary’s Church is to be installed 
during  September.  The  Friends 
has  been  able  to  make  a 
donation of £30,000 towards the 
cost. We were also successful in 
being  awarded  a  grant  of 
£10,000  from  the  National 
Lottery, Awards for All.
   Scrabble  Drive.  Sunday  29th 
September,  2pm  to  4pm  in  the 
Market  Hall.  Tables  of  four 
playing three games during the 
afternoon,  each  game  has  5 
rounds. Tickets £7 to include tea 
and cake in the interval. 
   CHANGE  OF  DATE.  Please 
note that the evening concert by 
the choirs of Bella Acapella and 
Ludlow  Male  Voice  Choir  will 
now be on Friday October 11th 
at  7.30pm in St.  Mary’s  Tickets 
£10 to include an interval drink.
Alec Osbaldiston

THE RUGBY CLUB
As  we  move  towards  the 
2019/20 season the Rugby Club 
is progressing nicely. We have a 
new Coach, David Howard and 
players are training hard as the 
first  home  match  is  on 
September  14th  against 
Willenhall  RFC  with  a  3.00pm 
kick off.

 The  current  Rugby  Club 
Committee  is  fantastic  as  a 
group of about 12-15 people, all 
doing  their  little  bit,  which 
contributes  to  the  overall 
operation. We  are  also  grateful 
to  all  the  local  businesses  who 
help  us,  our  sponsors  and  our 
supporters who pack the touch 
line  on  home  matches.  Thank 
you all very much indeed.
   However,  we  would  like  to 
put out a plea for assistance. We 
are  on  the  lookout  for  more 
help, as current helpers move on 
to other things. We are keen on 
attracting  enthusiastic  people 
who might be willing to help the 
club  in  a  wide  range  of  tasks 
behind the scenes, which might 
be  as  part  of  the  wider 
Committee  or  could  be  email/
computer based or just as simple 
as helping us do a weekly after-
match raffle.  Anyone interested 
in further details please contact 
me on 07976 757359.
Dave Hinves

‘THE LAMP’ HAS 
ANOTHER AWARD

The  Lamp  Restaurant  on  the 
High Street  has been voted the 
best place in Cleobury Mortimer 
according  to  a  chatbot  poll  on  
the  ‘Restaurant  Guru’.  Visitors 
to  the  restaurant  put  it  at 
Number One.

PLASTIC - NOT SO 
FANTASTIC

At  the  Cleobury  Festival  we 
decided to put together a plastic 
free  picnic.  Went  round  local 
shops and managed to find the 
following:  Fresh  fruit  and  veg 
from  Cleobury  Fruit  and 
Veg; Strawberries,  gooseberries, 
Appletiser  and  eggs  from  the 
Co-op;  Strawberries and butter 
from  Simply  Fresh; Bread, 
sausage roll, pork pie and cakes 
from Swifts Bakery; Drinks from 
Select  and  Save.  We’d  like  to 
thank the shops, especially those 
that  donated  items  for  free, 
helping  promote  plastic  free 
shopping in Cleobury.
   The  choice  of  plastic  free 
picnic  items  available  was 
limited;  not  all  shoppers  will 
have time to search for them. We 
need  them  to  be  readily 
available  and  easy  to  find  so 
people  can  avoid  single  use 
plastic when they buy  lunch.  A 
plastic  plant  pot  recycling 
scheme  is  being  trialled  in 
Cleobury  this  autumn.  If  you 
have  unwanted  plant  pots  and 
would  like  to  take  part,  please 
c o n t a c t 
neil.tysall@cleobury.org.uk  who 
will provide you with details.
Louise Francis
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

OFF TO THE NFL 
ACADEMY

Kieran Mayall, off to the NFL 
Academy in London this month.

This  young  man  is  a  pioneer. 
He’s been offered a place in the 
new NFL Academy in London 
after  he  was  spotted  as  a 
potential  for  the  American 
National  Football  League.  He 
was working for his Gold Duke 
of  Edinburgh  Award  when  he 
saw  an  advert  on  Facebook 
from  the  Birmingham  Lions, 
who  were  looking  for  new 
players.
   Kieran went off to Brum last 
Christmas  for  a  trial  and 
training, where his ability as a 
future wide receiver was noted 

and he  was  offered  a  place  at 
the  Academy  by  the  Lions,  a 
team good enough to be rated 
second in the Northern League 
of the sport here. 
   Is it strong in the UK yet? It’s 
growing  and  the  special  sport 
has  a  strong  presence  in 
Europe,  including  Germany, 
Spain  and  Finland.  It  is 
sponsored  by  the  American 
body  and  Nike,  and  Kieran’s 
two  year  course  will  be  a 
resident  one  in  London,  when 
he should emerge with A Levels 
in place and maybe an offer of a 
place  with  an  American  team. 
Watch this space.

PILATES CLASSES
AT MARKET HALL

Starting at  9.30  on Wednesday 
September  11th,  there  will  be 
beginners’ pilates classes in the 
Market Hall.
   The  man  behind  this  new 
venture  is  Ryan Maddox,  who 
came  to  pilates  when  his  GP 
recommended  the  exercise 
programme  to  treat  his  bad 
back.  Ryan  was  so  impressed 
that he’s out to spread the word 
about  this  gentle  exercise 
programme.  There’s  no 
strenuous  work  involved,  it’s 

mainly simple floor exercises to 
build strength in the body.

Ryan Maddox, bringing pilates to 
the Market Hall because he had 
such a good personal experience.

   Ryan trained with Mike King, 
a  well  known exponent  of  the 
art in London and he wants to 
talk the course through with his 
future clients before they start. 
He’ll  lead  classes  or  give 
optional one to one tuition and 
rather than have people moving 
in  and  out  of  the  class,  he’s 
asking for block bookings of six 
lessons after he’s met, consulted 
and assessed the physical state 
of the applicant.
   Contact  Ryan  on  07984  816 
8 4 7  o r  v i s i t 
www.evergreenpilates.co.uk 
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 

 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 
www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 

Telephone: 01299 841210 
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A new contributor joins the Clarion’s rank of talent= Mrs Grumpy

Training Courses Upcoming 2019:
Emergency First Aid at Work– 18th September £73.00 
Level 2 Award in Food Safety 26th September £70.00

Level 2 Award in Occupa onal Health & Safety 17th October
£70.00

Fire Marshall Course 15th October £65.00
Portable Appliance Testing 11th November £200.00

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com

I was interested to read the piece about cats in 
the last 'Clarion'  but I  wonder how they have 
time to sit looking so good as they spend most 
of their time cutting a swathe through the local 
bird population. That's when they aren't pooing 
in neighbours gardens. What a lovely surprise 
to come out of the house in the morning to the 
scent of  fresh and very smelly cat  poo on the 
flower beds or lawn. They may look cuddly, but 
as someone said once 'When your dog sits and 
gazes into your eyes, it's because it loves you. 
When  your  cat  does  the  same,  It's  trying  to 
work out how to kill and eat you'. So cat owners 
beware.  If  you  awake  to  find  your  lovely 
'tiddles'  or  whatever,  chewing  on  your  arm, 
they are not playing.
   Talking of dogs and poo, is the world (and 
Cleobury)  being  overrun  by  them?  Their 
numbers seem to be increasing by the minute. 
And  not  all  their  owners  seem  to  be  acting 
responsibly as the industrial  quantities  of  dog 
poo on our streets demonstrate. The following 
biological  principle  may  have  escaped  the 
attention of some owners but as sure as night 
follows day, if you put food in one end of a dog, 
poo will come out of the other. You should not 
be surprised when this happens (as some folk 
appear  to  be)  and  it  is  your  responsibility  to 
clean it up. This will also happen regardless of 
whatever fancy name your particular variety of 
cross  breed  possesses.  Why  bother?  Just  call 
them all mongrels as we used to. 
   The problem is not just limited to the streets. A 
walk  down  the  footpath  from  the  top  of 
Workhouse Bank can be a hazardous route as it 
seems  that  some  dog  owners  shove  them 
through the gate and leave them to their own 
devices.  Even the Churchyard is  not  immune. 
Not only is this unpleasant but dog poo can also 
harbour  the  Toxocara  Canis  worm  which  can 

cause blindness if a toddler comes into contact 
with  it.  This  happened  to  a  neighbours 
daughter many years ago and she lost the sight 
in an eye. She would now be in her forties and 
and although the  dog concerned will  be  long 
dead, she will still only have one working eye. 
Recent surveys on playing fields (why are dogs 
allowed  on  playing  fields?)  have  shown  that 
10-15% of deposits sampled are infected in this 
way and children up to the age of about seven 
are the most vulnerable to the infection.
   Wandering through a large supermarket the 
other day, I was amazed by the amount of space 
taken  up  by  pet  food  and  other  animal 
requirements  –  virtually  a  whole  aisle. 
Whatever  happened  to  throwing  them  a  few 
scraps  and  an  occasional  bone?  I  bet  the  pet 
food industry is rubbing its hands with glee at 
gullible pet owners lashing out on the latest fad. 
And don't get me started on dogs having their 
own  prams  and  pushchairs.  The  latest 
development seems to be ice cream for dogs. Ye 
Gods and little fishes – there are an estimated 
2.8 million children in the UK living in poverty 
and  we  are  feeding  ice  cream  to  ≥dogs.  I 
despair.
   Talking supermarkets, there have been several 
instances  lately  where  customers  of  the 
Cleobury  Co-op  have  purchased  items  on 
special  offer  and  found  that  they  have  been 
charged  the  full  price.  This  seems  to  have 
happened  because  the  shelf  labels  have  not 
been changed promptly when the offers finish. 
Most of us don't bother to check our till receipts 
but it might be worth doing this because if the 
goods  are  advertised  at  the  lower  price,  the 
retailer must charge that amount regardless of 
what  the till  receipt  might  say.  I  was in there 
recently and spotted staff changing shelf labels 
so  this  may  have  been  sorted  now  but  your 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
MMa 

 
Cleobury Mortimer 
Sports&Social Club 
 

 Sky & BT Sports 
 Juke box 
 Pool table 
 Karaoke machine 
 Fantastic outdoor space 
 Everyone welcome 

Function room for hire 
 
£45 for members 
£50 for non-members 
 
Call 01299 271448  
or pop in to check the diary and 
discuss your event 

 
HIRE THE FUNCTION ROOM 
There are a number of private parties booked in the Function Room during September. If you are looking for a venue 
for your party/meeting/special occasion, Message or call into the Club to check available dates. 
 
Monday 2 September   8pm 
Bingo 
Every Monday at the Social Club. Eyes down 8pm. Cash prizes; over 18 only please. 
 
Sunday 8 September  10am - 4.30pm 
Borders Classic Bike Show 
Hosted by Lacon Childe PTA, the Social Club will be open to assist with this event in the car park 
 
Saturday 14 September 
LOCAL SPORT DOUBLE HEADER 
Cricket - last match of the season……CMCC v Eastnor 1pm 
Rugby - first match of the season……CMRFC v Willenhall 3pm (TBC) 
 
 
Friday 20 September  Kick off 11.45am 
Rugby World Cup opening match – Japan v Russia 
 
 
Saturday 21 September 7pm 
The Eighties Experience Band 
A rare chance to see this band for FREE! 
Tribute band delivering tunes from Duran Duran, Spandau Ballet, Wham, Bon Jovi, 
Depeche Mode, Erasure, Go West and many more. Get your dancing shoes on,  
80s fancy dress optional and sing along!  
 
 
Sunday 22 September  Rugby World Cup  
8.45am Ireland v Scotland 
11.15am England v Tonga 
Monday 23 September  Rugby World Cup 
11.15am Wales v Georgia 
 
Saturday 28 September  3pm (TBC) 
CMRFC v Eccleshall 

Membership fees: 
 
Single adult £5 
Family  £10  
(2 adults & under 18s) 
Single senior £3 
Joint senior £5 
 
Call into to the Club to pay and 
receive your card 

September 2019 
Entertainment Diary 

Check Facebook for Rugby World 
Cup opening times and promotions 
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A VERY PERSONAL 
WAY TO GET SLIM

Chloe Alexander in her modest 
riverside office, where you can sit 

and talk privately.
Chloe Alexander is a new name 
in  the  Clarion,  an  advertiser 
who  wants  to  reach  a  wider 
audience  in  this  area.  She’s 
based in Ludlow, working as a 
self  employed  consultant  for 
the  1:1  Diet  by  Cambridge 
Weight Plan. 
   Chloe came to this business 
as  a  customer  and  lost  three 
stones  to  reach  her  healthy 
current state. That was a good 
starting point, as she can talk to 
customers  with  personal 
knowledge  and  experience. 
Even  better,  the  1:1  title  tells 

you  about  the  company’s 
approach to selling, which is a 
very personal one. You can talk 
any points through in complete 
privacy.  No rivalry with other 
members, no feeling too shy to 
talk  about  a  problem,  just  her 
listening.
   We  talked  in  her  riverside 
office in Ludlow, a picturesque 
setting that puts you at ease. A 
neat  timber  building,  with 
shelving  to  hold  stocks  of  the 
foods,  with  a  view  of  the 
garden  and  the  River  Teme 
beyond. 
   The diet  is  planned around 
each  person’s  needs  and  you 
can  buy  a  modest  amount  of 
the  big  range  of  foods  and 
drinks to feel your way, mixing 
with your normal meals if you 
wish.  Or  you  can  go  into  a 
strict diet if you need to lose a 
lot of weight quickly for health 
reasons; it is for adult men and 
women.  It’s  also  medically 
endorsed and has been shown 
to  help  people  with  Type  2 
Diabetes. 
   I bought a sample of several 
meals, ranging from mushroom 
soup  -  very  good  -  to  the 
macaroni  cheese  pasta  that’s 
next  on  the  tasting  list.  Each 
meal costs the same as a cup of 
coffee  and  gives  you  just  200 
calories; that makes eating very 
healthy. 

   I’m thinking of  signing up,  
because it  does make sense to 
eat  sensibly  and  here  is  a 
proven source of that. Chloe is 
on 07786 936 543.      JR

ALZHEIMER’S
September  is  World 
Alzheimer’s  Month,  when  the 
campaign to make people more 
aware of dementia and how it 
can  affect  us  or  our  family 
members.
   Zoe  Baggott  is  the 
fundraising officer in this area 
and  can  tell  you  about  the 
disease.  That  is  what 
Alzheimer’s  is,  a  disease  that 
attacks  the  brain  and  reduces 
its  size  and  capacity  to  guide 
the  body.  If  it’s  advanced,  the 
weight  of  the  brain  can  be 
reduced  by  140  grammes  - 
about  the  same  as  an  orange. 
The effect is frightening.
   At  the  moment  there’s  no 
cure, but Alzheimer’s Research 
have  declared  a  target  of 
developing  a  drug  to  control 
the disease by 2025. The simple 
message is that there is hope.
   You can support their work 
with a donation via their web:
www.alzheimersresearchuk.org
No  matter  if  what  you  can 
afford is very little, just giving 
something  encourages  these 
people  in  their  work.  Want  to 
talk? Zoe is on 07469 852 501.

Want the 
weight gone?
This is the one.

The proven weight-loss Plan for men and women that comes 
with a personal diet consultant to give you that big hand of 
support, deliciously nutricious products and a you-shaped

weight-loss Plan for life!
I’m your consultant based in central Ludlow: 
Chloë Alexander 
07786 936543
Contact me to ask for more! 
chloeacwp@gmail.com • one2onediet.com
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www.thelarchbarn.co.uk
hello@thelarchbarn.co.uk

Six Ashes Nursery, Bridgnorth Road, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8JF  

Open 9:30am - 4:30pm, 7 days a week! 
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Kidderminster

Enjoy our delicious homemade cake and afternoon tea
whilst relaxing in our outdoor area with outstanding

views of the clee hills and children's play area!
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THE WELLS
You may have noticed that The 
Wells  is  looking  a  little  tidier 
than it used to. Soft planting has 
been improved with new plants, 
bark  to  suppress  weeds  and 
general  clearance.  Achieved 
through volunteer activity from 
councillors, residents, and one in 
particular. Thank you, Ian.
   The railings have been cleaned 
and  repainting  has  started,  the 
aim to  complete  by  the  end of 
September.  Four  or  five  people 
for an hour could make such a 
difference to our time scale.
   If you would like to help with 
this  part  of  the  Wells 
improvement,  please  contact 
Town Clerk Matthew Sheehan at 
the Council Office or myself on 
01299 270010 / 07808 682715. We 
could  then  set  dates  for  “Paint 
the  Railings”  parties  during 
September, gloves and all other 
kit provided.    
   There  have  been  positive 
comments  made  how  much 
more  attractive  the  area  looks 
now,  but  all  have  asked  “`can 
you  get  the  water  back?”  The 
Council will seek to achieve this, 
but it  will  not  be easy.  Natural 
springs  have  dried  up  or 
compromised  by  development, 
so  we  have  to  look  for  more 
creative solutions.
Paul French

BAYTON HERITAGE 
WEEKEND

An interesting weekend event at 
Bayton  on  September  14/15th, 
based  at  Saint  Bartholomew’s, 
the  parish  church.  Support  has 
come  from  villagers  with  old 
photos  and  the  Cleobury 
Historical  Society  with 
documents. So much of historic 
value  emerges  when  the 
memories  of  a  village 
population  are  stirred  by  such 
an event. A promise that it will 
give  a  glimpse  of  the  history 
from  the  Domesday  Book 
through to the present day will 
appeal to a wide audience.
   It  is  based  on  the  Parish 
Church  and will  be  open  from 
11.00 to 4.00 both days. Entry to 
the fine recently restored church 
is  free  and  light  refreshments 
will be available.

SOMETHING SPECIAL 
AT BEWDLEY

A folk legend arrives onstage at 
Bewdley on Saturday the 21st of 
this  month.  It’s  83  year  old 
Shirley  Collins,  “The  first  lady 
of  folk”  as  those  who  know 
talent would have it.This lady is 
here  to  present  her  “America 
Over the Water” show, just one 
fragment of a singing career that 
has taken her all over the world.

   With a singing career that took 
her  from  1960s  folk  to  the 
present  day,  this  is  one  special 
lady whose presence in town is 
just a prelude to those who will 
follow  with  the  Bewdley 
Festival.
   Tickets  for  this  remarkable 
lady’s performance are available 
at  www.bewdleyfestival.org.uk 
or  from  St  George’s  Hall  in 
Bewdley. A bargain at £15.00 to 
listen to such a legend.

AN APOLOGY
The fool  of  an  editor  wrote  an 
‘In Business’ feature about Sally 
at  Luxury  Aesthetics  in  last 
month’s  Clarion.  It’s  quite  a 
success story, with a welcoming 
treatment room in her home and 
a  warm  personal  manner  that 
puts  people  at  ease.  To  contact 
her,  we  advised  readers  to 
simply check her number in her 
advert on the opposite page.
   There was no advert! Doh! 
  No excuses, it was a completely 
stupid  mistake.  But  if  you 
glance to the left, you’ll find the 
new  Luxure  advertisement 
there,  complete  with  telephone 
number 07376 780 480. 
   Isn’t it amazing what you can 
do if you make an effort and try 
to  remember  things.  Must  get 
into  that  habit  in  future  and 
avoid looking such a fool.  JR
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Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates
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ST MARY’S CHURCH 
UPDATE

In  the  July  Clarion  we 
announced  our  project  to 
improve the heating in St Mary’s 
church.  Much  has  happened  in 
the last couple of months, so we 
should let you know what we’ve 
achieved so far and what is still 
to do.
   Firstly,  we  have  received 
official  permission  from  the 
Church  of  England  legal 
department  in  London  to  allow 
the work to go ahead. The church 
has  to  approve  the  work  and 
ensure  that  there  are  no 
objections  to  any  work  to  be 
carried  out:  luckily  there  were 
none in this case.
   With the grant from the Friends 
of St Mary’s, and money already 
earmarked, we were able to pay 
the deposit to Grange Heating of 
Leominster, who are carrying out 
the work, and this allowed us to 
agree a timescale for the project.  
Work  will  start  on  September  
2nd and is expected to take four 
weeks, three in the main body of 
the  church  and  another  to 
complete  the work in the boiler 
house. The church will be closed 
from the afternoon of September 
1st;  assuming all goes according 
to  plan,  services  in  the  church 
will  re-start  on  Sunday 
September 29th.

The first stage will be to remove 
the  existing  wooden  floor,  and 
this will have to be disposed of.  
We  have  had  expressions  of 
interest in some of the timber: if 
anyone  else  is  interested  please 
call me on 270601. We’ll need to 
get it moved off site very quickly 
as  storage  space  in  the  church 
during  the  work  will  be  very 
limited.  
   Liz  Smith and her committee 
have been working hard to raise 
money to complete the work.  An 
appeal  letter  was  delivered  to 
every house in the town, and this 
has  raised  over  £4000  so  far.  A 
cream  tea  and  music  recital  in 
church in July raised over £700.  
Further  events  are  planned  for 
the autumn and are listed below.  
A further National Lottery grant, 
made by the Friends of St Mary’s 
on  our  behalf  has  achieved 
another  £10,000.  Grant 
applications are also pending for 
various  private  trusts.  Finally, 
we’ve  obtained  a  refund  of  the 
VAT  on  our  deposit,  which 
augurs well for doing so for the 
rest of the cost.
Chris Kippin
Future fund-raising events:
1:  September  15  to  19:  Chris’s 
sponsored  cycle  ride  from 
Cleobury  to  Land’s  End  (300 
miles).   Sponsorship  list  in  the 
Benefice  Office  in  the  Market 
Hall.

2: October 5th: quiz evening with 
fish  and  chip  supper  in  the 
Market Hall, 19.30.
3:  October 20th:  Brass and Buns 
in the church, 15.00 to 17.00.
4: November 2nd: Curry Evening 
in the Parish Hall.
5:  November  17th:  Sing  along 
with the shows, in church, 16.00 
to 18.00.

MINDFULNESS
I  went  along  to  the  free  Taster 
Evening  for  Mindfulness  at  the 
Cleobury  Country  Centre  on 
August  20th.  Six  people  were 
there  to  listen  to  Ollie  Welsby 
talk about mental health and get 
to  understand  something  about 
it.
   There’s a growing following for 
this  idea  of  getting  your  mind  
clear  and  able  to  concentrate 
better. Some very famous names 
came up, but I did baulk slightly 
at the mention of 250 British MPs 
following the belief.
   Ollie  was  gentle  in  delivery, 
answered  questions  patiently 
and overall  got  people  thinking 
about  the  worth  of  this  eight 
week  Mindfulness  Based  Stress 
Reduction  course.  If  it  can  help 
you think clearly under pressure, 
which  is  what  I  saw as  its  best 
feature, it could help you a lot in 
business and social life.  I’ll  look 
at the bank account and decide. 
Contact  him  via  Clare  at  CM 
272300

Clarion Clippings - The Local News
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

THE SPORTS AND 
SOCIAL CLUB

A quieter month for the Club in 
September after a busy August. 
The  Big  Weekend’s  Saturday 
Gin and Ale Festival culminated 
in  the  band  Radio  Rumours 
playing in  the  Club,  whilst  the 
weather  gods  smiled  on  the 
Family  Fun  Day  on  Sunday.  It 
started with a  dismal  morning, 
Tony looking equally dismal as 
rain  threatened  to  disrupt  his 
planning and hard work. But he 
cheered  up  after  lunch,  the 
community turning out in force 
to support us. Well done to Tony 
and  Team  for  a  successful 
weekend.
  The  Cricket  Club  will  be 
playing at home to Claverley on 
September 7th and play the last 
match  of  the  season  against 
Eastor  on  September  14th. 
Matches start at 1pm.
  Dig  out  your  shoulder  pads 
and  big  permed  hair  for  The 
Glam Star Band 80s Experience 
on  September  21st  starting  at 
7pm. Fancy dress is optional!
   The Stroke Support Group are 
aboard  the  canal  boat,  Pamela 
on  Droitwich  Canal,  on  
September  24th.  To  join  them, 
please contact Katja Jones at the 
Medical Centre.
   Are  you  planning  a  small 
wedding reception and looking 

for  a  suitable  venue?  Why  not 
consider the Social Club? We’ve 
got  catering  facilities,  a  bar, 
masses  of  outdoor  space  and 
one of the best views in town.
   As usual for more information 
please contact our Bar Manager, 
Tony  Barker-Newton  on  01299 
271448 or via our Facebook Page

THOMPSON AND 
PARKES GROW

They’re best known around here 
as the Builders’ Merchant out at 
Farlow,  where  you  can  find  a 
huge  range  of  all  sorts  for  the 
building and DIY trades. But as 
it’s  primarily  a  trade  outlet,  it 
doesn’t open on the weekend.
   But that is changing with the 
opening  of  the  new  T&P  DIY 
retail  shop  on  Stourport’s 
Minster  Road.  DY13  8AB  if 
you’re  not  familiar  enough  to 
get there without the sat nav.
   The  official  opening  is  on 
September  14th,  when  the 
Mayor of Stourport will cut the 
tape and declare the place ready 
for  business,  but  we  suspect 
they’re not waiting until then to 
take  money  if  you’re  in  the 
market.  And  the  store  will  be 
open seven days a week, as you 
may need that pot of paint or a 
tool  on  Sunday.  We’ve  been 
invited to the opening and will 
tell you more in the next edition.

MIGHTY MAISIE
Fay  from  the  Severn  Hospice 
Shop called to tell us about her 
remarkable  granddaughter, 
Maisie  Harman.  This  young 
lady  -  just  nine  years  old   -  
decided to organise a dog show 
to  raise  funds  for  Birmingham 
Children’s  Hospital  and  took 
over  her  grandad’s  field  in 
Farlow  on  Saturday  August 
17th.
   About 40 dogs were entered, 
Pam and Mike were recruited as 
judges and lots of people came 
on the day. Takings at the show 
and  contributions  made  at  the 
family  celebration  when  the 
leftover cakes were given a good 
home  resulted  in  a  very 
impressive  total  of  £415  made 
for the hospital.
   “I  just  want Maisie  to know 
how proud we are of her,” Fay 
told  us  when she  called.  “And 
our  thanks  to  everyone  who 
helped or came to the show.”

MAYBE NEXT 
MONTH?

We’ll try to get a story about the 
Lacon Childe  visit  to  Tanzania, 
where  the  students  worked  on 
an aid programme.
   And  we  have  a  mammoth 
poem  from  Andrew  Austen, 
who wants to find a word that 
rhymes with Cleobury. There’s a 
reward if you have one……
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www.kimstanley.co.uk
0 1 299 27 1 800

07905 766729Physio:Emme  Prac oner

Ultra Sound
Acupuncture

Physiotherapy

Waxing

and more

Nail Care
Skin Care
Electrolysis

Sharp
Jill

Chartered Physiotherapist.
BSc(Hons),MCSP,SRP
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September 2019 Clarion Report 

By now you are probably aware that Shropshire Council have outlined a plan sent to us, to hand over funding 
for the Library to Cleobury tax payers, via the local precept. This is proposed to be phased in over the next 5 
years starting December 2019.The full costs of this would start out as £4,800 for 2020/21 rising to £24,000 by 
2024/25.This proposal, if accepted, would represent a £21 p.a. increase for an average Band D property, or a 
20% increase in local Council tax by 2024/25, needless to say we have asked for firm proposals before it goes 
out for public consultation so we all have the full facts.  
We will keep you up to date of anything else received about this on our Website or Facebook page. 
 
We are also increasingly concerned about the growing inequality between smaller Town Councils precept 
(£100/Band D) and surrounding parish councils (£30 Band D) whose residents access our services and 
Shrewsbury (£45 Band D) who have more residents to share the burden and many more services funded by 
Shropshire Council.The Town council is very focused on value for money and are looking into this with other 
Town and parish councils. 
 
The Dog training area has had its official opening and was joined by many dog owners and reported by the 
Shropshire Star and Clarion.  
It is proving very popular and sometimes with queues waiting to use it. It is especially good for those with 
puppies to train or those with sighthounds who cannot usually let their dogs off the lead. One interesting item 
to come from a resident that uses it regularly is from Janet Manley, who is a sight hound owner and works 
hard with her friend Jill to highlight the need for blood donors for dogs, as it is always needed for operations 
and can save a pet’s life. All greyhounds blood is universal, is something we found out, so if you would like to 
involve your dog in giving blood, please contact the council office and we can pass on your information. 
 
Another good item to report about is the winner of the best dressed window competition, judged by Mrs Bunn, 
which was won by the Washhouse. As Mrs Bunn was not available for the presentation Mrs Jo Booton, 
independent living coordinator for Connexus, based at St Marys place presented two cheques for their 
nominated local Charities of Newbridge cat rescue and Forest dog rescue of £50 each. Worthwhile causes 
from a worthy winner with a glass trophy to keep. 
 
Please be aware of some unscrupulous people going around knocking on doors and offering to cut back your 
trees and hedges and then charging a lot of money for doing it.  
If you have vulnerable neighbours please make them aware of this and if they do want any work doing or 
quoted for, they can always call the council office where we can give them details of all the local tradesman. 
 
For those of you that are interested, the next Dementia support group meeting is at 11am 23rd September and 
will be held at the kings Arms. This will be to see if there is a need for a Cleobury group going forward and 
what form it should take to meet the needs of People Living with Dementia and their carers. All interested 
parties are welcome.  

Cleobury Mortimer Town Council 
01299 271154 
www.cleobury.org.uk   
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IN BUSINESS  - Boden and Son Deliveries

BODEN & SON DELIVERIES  
ESTABLISHED 2013 

DELIVERING FRESH MAWLEY MILK  AND DAILY NEWSPAPERS TO YOUR 
DOORSTEP 

IN CLEOBURY MORTIMER AND CLEE HILL. 
WE ALSO DELIVER FRESH MAWLEY MILK TO OTHER AREAS 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
TEL 01584 891550 

email...n.bowden30@gmail.com 

Building a business on some old but 
sound principles - service and 

reliability. Sean Boden.
Sean Boden started his business 
in  2013,  moving  to  self 
employment  after  years.  Why 
did he do it? “I just got tired of 
working for other people and I 
do enjoy the job I do now.” He’d 
worked as a milkman and in a 
Clee  Hill  shop,  not  far  from 
where he and Nesta live now.
   You  wouldn’t  believe  the 
hours  that  milkmen  (and 
women) work, so we’ll just give 
you Sean’s own words: “I’m up 
at  1.20,  in  the  van by 2.00  and 
finish the round by about 11.00. 
Six days a week and on Sunday I 
do  the  paperwork.”  If  you feel 
like  telling  him  about  the 
Working  Time  Directive,  don’t 
waste  your  time -  he  does  this 
because he wants to.

   From his Clee Hill Village base 
he  covers  an  area  stretching 
from  Bewdley  in  the  East  to 
Knowbury in the West, taking in 
Mamble  and  Rock  along  the 
way.  45  miles  a  day,  80  miles 
when he does his Bewdley days;
26,000 miles a year. You need a 
reliable  van  for  that  and  when 
his  Peugeot  broke  a  cam  belt 
outside  the  Medical  Centre  at 
3.00 on a July morning he had to 
walk up to Mawley Town Farm 
to  borrow  a  van  and  get  the 
round done. Mawley Milk is his 
main business  and he does not 
let  a  long  list  of  customers 
down.
   He’s  driving  a  much  newer 
Peugeot now, courtesy of Harold 
at Hopton Bank Service Station. 
“He’s brilliant,” says Sean. “Told 
him I needed a van on Monday, 
had a look at it on Tuesday and 
drove it away on Wednesday.” A 
64  plate  turbo-diesel  at  an 
affordable rental  and all  he has 
to find is the insurance cost and 
fuel.
   He started with  the  Mawley 
Milk round and has added other 
services,  newspapers  the  latest 
one. Nobody would take on the 
paper  round that  Simply  Fresh 
were  trying  to  sell  for  £10,000, 
which  does  not  sound  like  a 
bargain. Sean buys papers from 
a  local  distributor  and  delivers 

at  the  same  price  that  Simply 
Fresh  charged.  It’s  a  fast 
growing  part  of  the  business, 
with about 50 customers signed 
up in five weeks and enquiries 
still  coming  in.  He  wants  to 
build that business in Cleobury 
up  to  the  point  where  he  can 
take on delivery boys and girls. 
“It would be good for the kids,” 
he reasons. “There’s nothing else 
for them to earn a little  money 
from.”
   He  also  delivers  Ashley’s 
bread,  helping  another  local 
trader  because  Ashley  buys  all 
his  milk  and  cream  through 
Sean. Sensible co-operation, two 
local businesses supporting one 
another.
   He’s come a long way in six 
years,  since  he  started  the 
business  with  just  £20  in  the 
bank  and  a  determination  to 
succeed. He’s done that by being 
helpful and reliable, with respect 
for  his  customers:  “The 
customer’s  the  boss,”  he 
explains. “They pay my wages.”
   Future  plans?  “I’d  like  to 
employ  someone,  So  I  could 
have  my  first  holiday  in  six 
years.”  If  it  gets  big  enough, 
would  he  go  for  a  shop of  his 
own? “No. I like the business as 
it  is.” And the many customers 
of the business seem to like his 
way of looking after them.
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‘Sip & Savour’

‘Take Note’ –

–

‘ ’ Unplugged – Cleobury’s

‘Platters and Plates’ 
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, Butler’s Store, Cleobury Cafe, The Severn 
Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Cleobury Fruit and Veg, Purslows, The Library and Simply Fresh. 
Out in Cleobury Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;  Clee Hill Stores; The Village Store, 
Cleobury North; Clows Top Stores; The Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Bennetts 
End Inn, Knowbury; Ludlow Library; Mawley Oak Garage; The Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting 
Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, 
Kinlet; Parker Motors, Ditton Priors.
Copies are also available from the Parish Churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, Hopton 
Wafers, Milson, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.
Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read as pdfs from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER ISSUE IS SEPTEMBER 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print and Design of Shifnal, 01952 730511

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Wendy Duley 01299 270562

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 5  Monday to Friday  and 10 to 12 Saturday

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Iain Smith 01299 271809

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Ali Sheffield 07752 542 853 markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 0333 222 6655 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre   9 to 2 pm, weekdays. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Spar Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 for bookings

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444
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Your local specialist supplier of 
Insula on, Timber, Plywood and all Building Materials 

THOMPSON & PARKES

    

OPENING 
11am 

Saturday
14th September

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

STOURPORT BRANCH
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
DIY, Decora ng and Gardening

106 Minster Road  DY13 8AB (01299 534545)

Oreton (01746 718414)                                                                         
Cleobury Mor mer DY14 0TH                                                                                                                                           

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7:30am  4:30pm

Saturday: 8am—12 noon  Sunday: Closed

Kidderminster    (01562 745881)
Oldington Trading Estate              

Stourport Road, DY11 7QP

Proud to be Local
www.thompsonandparkes.co.uk

Stocking and Delivering all Your Building and DIY Materials


